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PREFACE. 


THE following Diſcourſe was favourably received 

from the Pulpit, by a truly reſpectable and at- 
tentive Audience. May it meet a ſimilar Reception 
from the Preſs ! 


Thoſe Sentiments in it which relate to the Britiſh 
Conſtitution, were inſpired by a Reverence for that 
_ Conſtitution; with the Spirit of which they are accor- 
dant and congenial. Whoever diſapproves of thoſe 
Sentiments (or rather of thoſe Principles) muſt, of 
conſequence, diſapprove of the Conſtitution. And 


whoever is diſpleaſed with the author for imculcating 


them, may receive his Vindication in the Language of 

Brutus :—*© Who is there ſo vile that does not love 

his Country? If any, ſpeak ;—for him have I of- 
fendgd.” 


The Sentiments which relate to the Slave-Trade, 
will be approved or cenſured, not ſo much according 
to the different Feelings of Engliſhmen, as their dif- 
ferent Interefls.—Lis eft ſub judice. May the Iſſue ac- 
compliſh the Prayer of Humanity!—Reſpe&ting the 
Policy of the Traffic, JusTice, Mercy, and the RE- 
LIGION oF CHRIST will admit no Plea. Regardlefs 
of all intereſted Views, and political Conſequences, 


this ſacred Band, as with the Voice of God, demand 


its 


Ve 


* 
its ABoL IT oV. Fiat Juſtitia, ruat cœlum.— This Cir- 
cumſtance (whatever may be alledged to the contrary) 
will eventually be conſidered a peculiar ſpecies of that 
„ Righteouſneſs,” which (inſtead. pf injuring) ex- 
alteth a Nation:“ — while its Continuance (which, God 


prevent!) will, as juſtly, be conſidered a ſpecies of 
that Sin,” which © is a Reproach to any People.” 


Of the Imperfections and Defe&s, which even ſo- 
ber Criticiſm may find very numerous in this Diſ- 
courſe, the author offers no defence. He can only 


aſſert, by way of Apology, that it was not a hafly Pro- 

duction, neither is it now introduced into the world 

without mature Deliberation. Its public appeargneg 
was very reſpectably ſolicited, and it is inſcribed 


To E VERY ENGLISHMAN 
Wo Loves His CounTRyY, 


AND REVERES ITS CONSTITUTION. 


A SERMON. 


- DEUF. Ch. iv. Ver. 7th, 8th, and gth. 

What Nation is there ſo great, who hath God 
fo nigh unto them, as the Lord our God is in 
all things that we call upon kim for? And 
what Nation is there ſo great, that hath 
Statutes and Judgments ſo righteous ?---= 
Only take heed to thyſelf, and keep thy Soul 
diligently, left thou forget the things which 
thine eyes have ſeen, and leſt they depart 
from thy Heart all the days of thy life 

| but teach them thy Sons, and thy Sons' Sons. 


"HE doctrine of God's univerſal 
Providence is ſo pleaſing and con- 
Wlatory to the mind of man, that 
all enlightened Nations, however they 
might differ on other Subjects, have 
united in expreſſing a religious Grati- 
tude for national Bleſſings. 
Indeed ſo congenial is this kind of 
homage to the human breaſt, that even 
B among 
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among thoſe nations who were not fa- 
voured with a Revelation, its ſacred 
Warmth was frequently experienced ; 
and where experienced, uniformly ex- 
preſſed in ſuch a manner, as to evince 
their Reliance on ſome Sovereign Power, 


Amid the dark and complicated Syſ- 
tems of Grecian and Roman Mythology, 
— as alſo amid the ſimpler modes of Sa- 
vage Worſhip,---we behold ſome, whoſe 
Underſtandings burſt through the dark- 
neſs which ſurrounded them, and whoſe 
hearts glowed with Gratitude to our 
common Creator. But if we turn from 
the benighted Countries of Heatheniſm 
to thoſe Climes where Divine. Revela- 
tion beamed upon mankind ; we ſhall 
find a grateful ſenſe of national Bleſſ- 
ings, expreſſed and enforced with pecu- 
liar Energy. In the inſpired Writings 
of Moſes, more eſpecially, it is dif- 
played with all the feeling of a man im- 
preſſed with a deep ſenſe of his Maker's 
Goodneſs, and providential Care. 

In the ſacred 6ompoſition that con- 
tains the Text and his dying Admoni- 
tions (more than in any other part of 

the 


(3) 


the-Pentateuch) he reminds the Jewiſh 
Nation of the numerous Bleſſings they 


had received from God, and their 
own conſequent Proſperity. — What 


Nation is there ſo great,“ ſays he, ** who 
hath God ſo nigh unto them, as the Lord 
our God is in all things that we call 
upon him for ?”----He then paſſes a me- 
rited Eulogium on their Polity and Go- 
vernment: - What Nation is there fo 
great, that hath Statutes and Judgments 
fo righteous ?”---and goes on to enjoin 
(as ſuitable Returns to their Divine Pro- 
tector) GRaTITvpEt and OBEpience, He 
exhorts them to keep their Soul dili- 
gently ; to remember (as the beſt Security 
againſt Diſobedience and Tranſgreſſion) 
the Things which their Eyes had ſeen; 
and not to ſuffer a ſenſe of them to 
depart from their Minds all the days of 
their Lives :---but to teach them their 
Sons, and their Sons' Sons. 

The Circumſtances he alludes to were, 
for the moſt part, miraculous diſplays 3 
divine Power, which the united Wiſ- 
dom and Goodneſs * G * vouch- 
* them. | 
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To enquire why they were vouchfafed. 
them ;---why the Jewiſh Nation, more 
than others, was ſo diſtinguiſhed by 
the Almighty (whom the ſcriptures re- 
preſent as no Reſpecter of perſons”) 
would at any time be a Diſquifition 
more curious than uſefu}.—Betore the 
preſent Audience, I geed not vindi- 


cate the Ways of God to man.” Though 


clouds and darkneſs are round about 
him”, we all, I truſt, believe that 
„ Righteouſneſs and Judgment are the 
habitation of his Seat.”---Glorious in 
Attributes which are paſt qur finding 


out,” He will not be accountable to 


man, why he grants to ſome, the Privi- 
leges which He denies to athers.---The 
field of Zoan,---the Red Sea; and Wilderneſs, 
were Scenes for auguſt Manifeſtations of 
his ſtupendous Majeſty and Power. 
+« Marvellous things, ſays the Pſalmiſt, 

did he in the fight of our fore-fathers, 
in the land of Egypt, even in the field 
of Zoan. He divided the Sea, and 
let them go through: he made the Wa- 
ters to ſtand on an heap. In the day 
time alſo he led them with a Cloud : 


and 
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and all the night through with a-Light 
of Fire, He clave the hard rocks in 
in the Wilderneſs, and gave them drink 
as out of the great depths. He brought 
ſtreams alfo out of the rock, and cauſed 
waters to run down like the rivers.” 
With reſpect to theſe Signs of Al- 
mighty Power, the Jews were certainly 
a ** peculiar People;“ as alſo for their 
Prophets, and the facred events which 
they recorded. But with the Writings 
of thoſe Prophets, the Jews were not 
excluſwely bleſſed. The precious Volume 
of inſpired Wiſdom has devolved to us; 
and will remain a Monument of Divine 
Mercy to the remoteſt ages,---The Jews 
were highly favoured and God was 
"nigh vnto them.” They had Sta- 
tutes and Judgments that were righ- 
teous,” and that diſtinguiſhed them 
from other -nations.---But, are theſe 
things peculiar to the Jews?—Except in 
Signs and Wonders,” in vifible In- 
terpoſitions, and miraculous Events. 
they did not experience a larger portion 
of Divine Favour than ourſelves. In many 
aces (and Inftances of a very im- 


* 
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portant nature) the Arm of Omnipo- 
tence hath been as kindly extended for 
our Welfare as theirs. However frequent 
and momentous might be their Deliver- 
ances,---equally frequent and moment- 
ous have been the merciful Interpoſiti- 
ons of Heaven in favour of this eee 
As the mild Genius of the Goſpel has ſu- 
perſeded the rigorous Ceremonies of 
the Law, —ſo we ſeem to have ſucceeded 
the Jews in the peculiar Favour and 
Protection of God. For what Nation 
is there ſo great, that hath God ſo nig 
unto them, as the Lord our God is in all 
things that we call upon him for?” 
Permit me to direct your attention to 


the following very ſingular Events which 


dignify the Annals of this Country. 

1. Our Separation from the Church of 
Rome was occafioned by the Paſſions of 
a Prince, who had little regard about 
that Reformation which was he Reſult 
of his Conduat.—Thus the Almighty 
produced (as he is ever wont to do) 
Good out of Evil. 

2. The total Overthrow (nay almoſt 


the Annihilation) of what was impiouſly 


called 
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called the invincible Armada, was effected, 
almoſt entirely by ** ſtormy Winds and 
Tempeſts. Here we may apply this 
ſublime paſſage from the Writings of 
Moſes:— Thy right hand, O. Lord, 
became glorious in Power ;—thy Tight 
hand, O Lord, daſhed in pieces the 
enemy. In the greatneſs of thine ex- 
cellency thou didſt overthrow them that 
roſe up againſt us.—** The enemy ſaid, 
«« I will purſue, I will overtake, I will 
divide the Spoil; I will draw my ſword, 
and my hand ſhall deſtroy them.“ 
—But Thou didſt blow with thy Wind, 
and the Sea covered them : they ſunk as 
Lead in the mighty Waters.—-O Lord, 
who is like unto Thee? glorious in Ho- 
lineſs, fearful in Fraifa dei Won- 
ders!” 
3. That atrocious Conſpiracy (the 
object of which was, the Subverſion of 
our Religion, and the Deſtruction of our 
Government) that ſeemed guarded by 
impenetrable Darkneſs and Silence, 
was providentially diſcovered by means 
* filent and oblcure. 


| 4. At 
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4.** At a time, moreover, when there 
appeared no proſpect of ever recovering 
our ancient Form of Government, it 
ſuddenly roſe from the Ruins in which 
the Civil Wars of the laſt Century had 
involved it. 
5. Nor was our Delivery, in a ſubſe- 
quent bizeted reign, from the Attempts 
of a bigoted Monarch to enflave both 


body and foul, accompliſhed in a manner 


lefs providential. In a free Country, 
and among men who nobly aſpired to 
rational Freedom, not only the Cauſe of 
Religton was here concerned; but alfo 
the Dignity of human nature.—After 


this (juſtly ſtyled) cLorrovs REVOLUTION, 


the Progreſs of Truth and Liberty was 
raptd ; and Tyranny, Perſecution, and 
Error vaniſhed away.“ 

6. Of the Circumſtances of the laſt War, 


I need not remind you.—Againft this 
little Ifle—what Empires were in arms! 


If the Lord himſelf had not been on 
our fide, now may England fay,—if the 


Lord himſelf had not been on our fide, 


when they rofe "VP againſt us:“ —if He 
had 


(Y- 
had not gone out with our armies,” 
and interpoſed ** his Faithfulneſs and 
Truth as our Shield and Buckler,” 
---they would have ** conſumed us as 
Stubble,” and have taken away both 
our Place and Nation.”---But ** the 
Lord of Hoſts was with us,---the God of 
Jacob was our Refuge.”---Though ** the 
Kings of the earth ſtood up, and the 
| Rulers took Counſel againſt us;” yet 
could they not prevail; for iN Gop 
WAS OUR HELP,” ---Warring with Omni- 
potence on our Side (without human 
Aſſociate or Ally) we withſtood their 
combined Legions; and not only with- 
- Fiood them,----but ** TRIUMPHED GLORI= 
ousLv.“ 

If, to theſe Expreſſions of grateful 
Exultation, they who“ darken Counſel 
by Words without Knowledge,” oppoſe. 
the plaint of Lamentation for the Con- 
tinent we loſt :---if they remind us of 
the Children whom we nouriſhed 
and brought up,---and who rebelled 

againſt us :”--they may be told that Ex- 
perience has not yet proved that the 
Separation of our Colonies has either 
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greatly added to their Happineſs, or 
much diminiſhed our own.---Like a Ci- 
vil War, it had no Triumph; and, per- 
haps, a Loſs of diſaffefted Subjects may 


be no Misfortune. 
7. Laſtly, The Reſtoration of thoſe 


mental Faculties to our gracious Prince, 


which have ſo long directed him to pur- 
ſue a mode of Government at once mild 
and proſperous :--this ſudden Reſtoration, 
at a time when a ſiſter Kingdom * had 
determined upon Meaſures repugnant to 


thoſe concluded on by the Senate of this 


Country,---and that Senate very diſ- 


cordant in their Opinions :---the per- 


fect Recovery of our King, at ſuch a 
Criſis, muſt have averted from this Iſland 
much Miſchief, if not Ruin and De- 
ſtruction. To uſe the language of an 
excellent Prelatef—“ Incredulity itſelf 
was compelled to own, that the hand of 
God was viſible on this occaſion ; nor 
was the Joy of the Nation more uni- 
verſal than its Belief of that Important 
Truth.“ 


* Ireland. 


+ peilby Porteus, the op of London. 
This 


41 

This Curſory Review of national 
Bleſſings, of divine and ſingular Inter- 
poſitions, muſt convince the moſt ſcepti- 
cal of an over-ruling Providence; and 
of his Care, in particular, of the Britiſh 
Empire, 

Surely, therefore, we may ſay,— 
„What Nation is there ſo great, who 
hath God ſo nigh unto them, as the Lord 
our God is in all things that we call 
upon him for?” —Surely we may ſay,— 
This Kingdom is the Lord's, and he 
is the Governor among the people. 
He hath been mindiul of us, and hath 
ſhewed us his Goodneſs plenteoully : 
He hath done great things for us, and 
hath been gracious unto this Land. 
„O that we would therefore praiſe the 
Lord for his Goodneſs, and declare the 
Wonders he hath done for us, children 
of men! And not hide them from the 
Generations to come; but let our Poſ- 
terity alſo know them, and the Children 
that are yet unborn.” 

Yes, my Countrymen, and fellow 
Chriſtians! let us offer unto the. Lord 
the Sacrifice of Thankſgiving, and not 
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pineſs of Britons,” 


1 


theſe Things which our eyes have ſeen, 
or our ears have heard; and let them 
not depart from our Hearts all the days 
of our lives: but let us teach them our 
Sons, and our Sons' Sons,” Let us teach 
them to love their Country, and to re- 
ſpect its Laws: to be ſubjed to Prin- 
cipalities and Powers; to obey Magiſ- 


| trates,----to be ready to every good 


Work.“ Let us teach them to culti- 
vate that Righteouſneſs. which exalteth 
a Nation;“ and to ſhun thoſe Sins“ 
which are a Reproach to any People.” 
In a word—Let us teach them to regard 
the SUPREME, BEING as the Giver of every 
good and perfect Gift; as the Diſpoſer 
of all Events; and as. the. Author of 


"WT Syſtem of Education | is extremely defe&tive 
that does not inculcate a Reverence for the Laws of 
that Society whereof. we are Members, and a decent 
Re ſpect to the ruling Powers, In this happy Coun- 
try, an Attachment to the Conſtitution, which has 
been tranſmitted to us by the wiſe exertions of our 
Anceſtors, ſhould be impreſſed on. the Minds and 
Hearts of the riſing generation, as the moſt effectual 
Means of preſerving to future generations thoſe. Pri- 
vileges, which conſtitute the Freedom, and the Hap- 


Gent, Mag. Nov. 1791. P. 984. 
thoſe 
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thoſe tranſcendent Bleſſings which their 
Country enjoys, and which it will con- 
tinue to enjoy, 1o long as they ** reve- 
rence Him and their King; and meddle 
not with them that are given to change.” * 


5 Prov. xxiv. 21. See an excellent Sermon from 
mis Text of ſcripture (peculiarly applicable to the 
preſent times) preached before the Univerſity of Ox- 
ford, by the Rev. Dr. Croft, in 1983, from which 


the following Paſſage is taken.“ Every Innovator 


ſets out with complaints of great and intolerable 
abuſes, and alarms Men with apprehenſions that their 
property is wantonly taken from them, and- laviſhly 
expended, and that their very Liberty is in danger. 


He will refer to diſtant periods of our hiſtory, in 


which the principles of the Conftitution were ſacred 
and. inviolate, when Magna Charta was obtained, 
when Parliaments were annual, when Repreſentatives 
vouchſafed to receive Inſtructions from their Conſti- 
tuents, when diſintereſtedneſs and public Spirit actu- 
ated every Member of the Legiſlature; when Prero- 
gative was confined within narrower Limits, and cor- 
rupt influence could not prevail. And when Argu- 
ments drawn from our own Hiſtory are exhauſted, 
he will refer us to the happy days of Greece and 
Rome, when the People enjoyed uninterrupted Free- 
dom and Proſperity, and Merit only was rewarded ; 
when the nobleſt Services were to be a while for- 
gotten, leſt the Hero, who had performed them, 
ſhould arrogate too much to himſelf. And as if the 
hiſtory, of paſt times were inſufficient, he can add a 


Fe of exquiſite happineſs and uae 


liberty 


„ 


At no time was there greater Neceſſity 


to inſtil theſe ſalutary Principles into 


the riſing Generation. A dangerous le- 
velling republican Spirit is abroad (ſi- 
milar to that which once ſtained the Scat- 
fold with righteous Blood) which all 
who love their Country or their King, 
ſhould diſcountenance and ſuppreſs. 
A boldneſs of diſloyal Opinion, and a 


wanton Contempt for Characters here- 


liberty to thoſe Regions which will flouriſh without 


King, and without Nobility, When the mind is duly 


ſoured by theſe inſinuations, when it has conceived 
a thorough HATRED of all that are put in authority 
over us, then ignorant or turbulent Men are called 
forth from their regular employment to diate to the 
ſenate, to condemn by cenſure, or extol by their 
praiſes, perſons who deſerve neither the one nor the 
other, and to over-awe the freedom of public deli- 
beration : Then the infallible Remedy is propoſed ; 
—a Remedy for all the Evils we may hereafter ſuffer ; 
the people are flattered as the Fountain of all autho- 


rity, and are beſought, by every thing ſacred and 
dear to them, to oppoſe uſurpation, and to guard 


againſt future Encroachments. Thus Jealouſy and 
Malignity are excited, and if they return to their ha- 
bitations outwardly peaceable, their inward peace is 
totally deſtroyed. They no longer obey the Laws 
with Cheerfulneſs; and Wealth and Power, which 
at all times excite Envy, are now beheld with Ab- 
korrence, FE 
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tofore deemed ſacred and reſpectable.“ 
have lately aſſumed unbridled Speech, 
and this Licentiouſneſs is called LIBER“ 
TY! Shameful Perverſion of Term 
and Principle! Woe be to them who 
thus call Evil Good, and Good Evil; who 
put Darkneſs for Light, and Light for 
Darkneſs, — Bitter for Sweet, and Sweet 
for Bitter!” who ſpread their noxious 
Tenets through the Land, and endea- 
vour to propagate the Seeds of Diſloy- 
alty and Rebellion I 

But, in reſtraining or ſuppreſſing this 
daring Spirit of the Times, “let your 
Moderation be known unto all men.” 
If SUPINENESS were a Fault, VIOLENCE 


* Theſe “ evil-ſpeakers of Dignities,” do not 


only demonſtrate their Contempt for Kings, and all 
that are in Authority,; but alſo for Titles of every 
kind which imply Honour and Diſtinction; and 


ſnew how anxious they are to * level them all down 
to their own Standard.” 


+ © True Loyalty to our Prince is both our Inte- 
* reſt and our Duty ; and, without it, the faireſt Pre- 
«« tences to Religion and Reformation are the moſt 
« pernicious Covers of the moſt dangerous of all 


*« kinds of Rebellion.“ 
Nalſon's political Maxim, 


were 


1 


were a Crime.—** Do Violence to no 


man: but, as you have Opportu- 


nity, do good unto all men ;”—and, ** as 
much as lieth in you, live peaceably with 
all men.” In the exerciſe of a meek 
and quiet” (though, at the ſame time, 
of a manly and becoming) ** Spirit,”--- 
convince the Enemies of our Conſtitu- 
tion that you are ** ſtedfaſt and unmove- 
able” in its Principles.—Convince them 
—that it is your Pleaſure and your Pride 
to maintain that Conſtitution inviolate 
and unimpaired; chearfully co-operating 
to the Completion of all its important 
Purpoſes; and zealouſly endeavouring 
to render it efficient in all its various 
branches,—** If we do theſe things, we 
ſhall never fall!“ And it is, moſt aß. 
ſuredly, our Intereſt to do ſo;—for, on 
our adherence to this Conduct, depends 
our Proſperity.—They who recommend 
other meaſures, and other Behaviour, 
either do not know their Intereſt; or, 
(having nothing to loſe) ſuppoſe it to 
conſiſt in Ruin, Confuſion, —Spoil, and 
Plunder: Like baſe Incendiaries, who 

ſet the Dwellings of peaceable Subjects 
| 5 in 
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in Flames, in order to rob, and enrich 
themſelves in the general Confuſion. 

For, that Prack and PRosPERITY are 
Bleſſings which we ſhould cheriſh, and of 
which we ſhould implore a Continuance, 
we need nothing to convince us. And 
yet—ſtrange as it may ſeem,—ſome Spe- 
culatiſts there are, who would ſacrifice 
theſe Bleſſings, which we poſſeſs ſo emi- 


nently, at the Shrine of Experiment 


and Innovation ! That Anarcuy 
and M1sRuLE are Calamities we ſhould 
9 your eyes to a neighbour- 

ing Kingdom for melancholy Proof; 
and be warned by the Example. 
What are we to think of thoſe Men, who 
recommend this Example as worthy of 
our Imitation ?—Who call this pisMEM- 
BERED GOVERNMENT, — this STATE IN 
Rvuins,—** the moſt ſtupendous Fabric 
that ever was reared by human Wiſ- 
dom!“ * While that unhappy Empire 


No perſon rejoiced more ſincerely than the Au- 


thor did, at the Commencement of the French Revo- 


lution. He rejoiced to ſee France (actuated, as he 

thought, by a Conſciouſneſs of the ſalutary Rights of 

Man) breaking the Yoke of Deſpotiſm, and ſtruggling 

to be free, He hoped that, by framing her Govern- 
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is diſtracted by internal Factions: while 
it is harraſſed by miſguided Men, who 
have effected the Subverſion of all Law, 
and the annihilation of all Property,— 
We are in Peace, ——Fearleſs of ſecret. 
Machination, or of open Violence. 
like the Rocks on our Coaſts, againſt 
which the Waves of the Ocean beat in 
vain, our Government is fixed in ſted- 
faſt Security. Under its guardian Care. 
and Protection, our Commerce is bound- 
leſs, and our People happy.—Whether 
we ſurvey the Occupations of the 
Merchant, the Mechanic, or the Pea- 
fant,—in all our Towns and Villages, 
Proſperity ſhowers her various Bleſſings ; 
and under his own Vine, and under 
his. own. Fig-tree,” every one ſecurely 
enjoys the Fruits of bis honeſt Labour, 


ment upon the Syſtem of the Britiſh Conſtitution, 
ſhe might participate the Bleſſings of that well-tem- 
pered Freedom of which we are in poſſeſſion. But, 
when he beheld her diſdaining to confine her- 
ſelf to any rational ſyſtem, and proceeding to Theo- 
ries of a very dangerous and deſtructive Tendency, 
his Rejoicings ſubfided, —and at length were con- 
verted into Senſations of Diſappointment and Con- 
cern. 


Happy. 
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Happy, —thrice happy Britons! if 


ye but knew your own Happineſs; were 
ye but conſcious of the Bleſſings ye enjoy; 


—far from all the Horrors of War, and 


ſurrounded with Plenty in a Land of 
Freedom! * 

Theſe pleafing Circumſtances, ſays a 
modern Stateſman (peculiarly diftin- 
guiſhed for his Integrity of Heart and 
Brilliancy of Genius; to whoſe wiſe 
and juſt Adminiſtration this Country is 
abundantly indebted:;)——theſe pleaſing 
Circumſtances, under Divine Providence, 
are to be attributed to the Bleſſings we 
derive from our ineſtimable Conſtitu- 
tion. To this is to be attributed, ina 

chiet degree, the happy Pre-eminence 
which Britain enjoys over every Euro- 
pean State, This it is that makes her 
at once her own Boaſt, and Envy of the 
World.—Let us zealoully unite, then,” 
(ſays that illuſtrious Stateſman)—and 
what Briton's Heart but vibrates at the 


Apoſtrophe ?)—** let us zealouſly unite, . 


then, in the Preſervation of a Bleſling, 

which Experience has endeared to us; 

in the faithful Support of a Conſtitution, 
0 Fortunatos nimium ! &c. See the motto. 
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to which we have, at this moment, ſuch 
peculiar Obligations,” * 

One powerful mean to enſure al is 
chearfully to ſubmit ourſelves to all 
lawful meaſures and Authority. Ac- 
cording to the Apoſtle, Submit your- 
ſelves to every Ordinance of man for the 
Lord's ſake; whether it be to the King 
as Supreme; or unta Governors, as un- 
to them that are ſent by him for the 
Puniſhment of evil doers, and for the 
Praiſe of them that do well, Honour 
all men. Love the Brotherhood. Fear 
God. Honour the King.“ | 

The Character of that King whom we 

are commanded to hanour, is ſuch as al] 


See the Speech, delivered in the Houſe of Com- 


mons, F eb. 17th, 1792, by the Right Hon. William 
Pitt. 


« To the Bleſſings of our happy Conſtitution we 
owe the exalted ſituation we now hold amidſt ſurround- 
ing nations, envying, diſtracted, and diſtreſſed. Who, 
then, but an avowed enemy, will attempt to ſeduce us 
from the ſure hold of ſuch an unparalleled Tranſcend- 
ency ?—The Continuance alone of the Means by 
which we have attained the Glory, can ſecure it to our 
Poferity.---Let every true Engliſhman, therefore, join 
in this patriotic Wiſh for the Conſtitution—EesTo 
: PERPETUA.” Plowden' s Jura Anglorum, 


his 
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his Subjects would do well to imitate, = 
If we conſider him as a Sovereign; | 
we behold in him a Mildneſs and Con- A 
deſcenſion of Demeanor, ſcarcely be- ; 
fore found in his exalted vn If I 
we conſider him as a Father ; Gentleneſs, | 
and the trueſt Concern for his Chil- 10 
dren's Welfare, have ever diſtinguiſhed | -7 mi 
him :—If as a Huſband; Tenderneſs, 1 
Fidelity, and Affection for one of the ll] 
. moſt amiable of her Sex, in him are 
united. Laſtly, if we confider him as 
a Chriſtian ; the ſtricteſt Conformity to 
the Precepts of the Goſpel 'governs his 
Life; the pureſt Devotion, and the 
warmeſt Benevolence adorn his Cha- 
racter. — 1 
It would be an eaſy, and a ln 18 
Taſk to enlarge this amiable Partrait, - nl 
were it neceſſary. Byt his moral Like- [f 
neſs is univerſally known and admired, 5 
Would to God it were univerſally im- I! 
preſſed on the Hearts of his Subjects. — 0 
We are renowned as a brave People; : 1 
let us (having ſuch an Example in our 
King) be ambitious to be celebrated for 
our Virtues:—to be ** a peculiar 018 
* 


. 
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ple, zealous of good Works.“ In par- 
ticular, let the Wealthy and the Power- 
ful among us diſcountenance and ſup- 
preſs whatever is immoral and bad: 
let them make Vice aſhamed, by ex- 
hibiting in their own perſons bright 
Examples of Virtue.— In a Word, let 
us all, whether high or low, rich or 
poor, be deeply grateful (as indeed we 
ought) for the many,—the important 
Bleſſings, which we have, at various 
times received; and endeavour, by a 
proper Submiſſion to the Laws, and a 
Conformity of our Lives to the Goſpel, 
—to ſecure the future Favour and Pro- 
tection of God. Let us not, in our 
Fulneſs of Divine Gifts, forget the 
Lord our God,“ from whoſe Goodneſs 
they flow. Let it not be ſaid---that 
our vices keep pace with our Proſperity; 
that, as we become more rich and en- 
lightened, we become more corrupt and 
depraved.,_— If we live in times which 
tranſcend former ones in Knowledge, 
in Refinement, and Felicity ,hat 
ought to be the Conſequence ?-Cer- 
tainly, correſpondent to our Knowledge 


and 


8 
and Felicity ſhould be our Virtue and 
Gratitude ;—as we excel thoſe Times in 


Light, we ſhould excel them in Goodneſs. 


If we have Light, and yet walk as Chil- 
dren of Darkneſs, we convert a Bleſſ- 
ing into a Curſe; and make that which 
ſhould have been for our Wealth, be- 
come unto us an occaſion of falling.” 


But let us act more wifely. Let 


GRATITUDE produce in us its due ef- 
feats. Having © God ſo nigh unto us; 
—recelving, as we have done, ſo largely 
of his Favour, and bleſſed, as we are, 


with his providential Care: what ſhall 


we render unto the Lord, for all his Be- 


neſits?“ Do we pauſe for an an- 
ſwer * ** adore and praiſe his 
Name; and be telling of his Salvation 


from day to day.” Let us love him 
with all our Souls; fear him, and keep 


his Commandments.” Let us go on from 
Virtue to Virtue here; and he will exalt 


us from Glory to Glory hereafter. 
Having ** Statutes and Judgments 

that are righteous ;” let us value, pre- 

ſerve, and obey them; as being admira» 


diy calculated for ** the Puniſhment of 
Wicked- 
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Wickedneſs and Vice; and for the main- 
tenance of true Religion and Virtue." 
—Like the Scriptures of God, they are 
profitable for Reproof, —for Correc- 
tion, for inſtruction in Righteouſneſs: 
that mankind may be perfect, thorough- 
ly furniſhed unto all good Works.” 
Though we may lament, in ſome In- 
ſtances, their ſanguinary nature; yet the 
Cauſe for Regret is happily removed, by 
the Mercy and Lenity of thoſe who are 
entruſted with their Adminiſtration. --- 
As it is with reſpect to the divine Law 
and the Goſpel: in many caſes, where 
„ the LeTTER killeth, the Srixrr giveth 
Life.”* Upon the whole ;---our Laws are 
incomparably well calculated, for the 
Prevention or Suppreſſion of Wrongs ; 
for the Protection of the Weak and De- 
fenceleſs, againſt the arm of the Strong 
and the Mighty; for the Redreſs of ſuf- 
tering Innocence, when it is miniſned 
and brought low,---through Oppreſlion, 
through any Plague, or Trouble; 


And we may ſay „ with the Bard of Avon, 
That, „ earthly Power doth then ſhew likeſt Heav'n, 
When Mexcy tempers JusT1CE,” 


when 


(28.3 


when it 1s evil-intreated through Ty- 
rants,” and is afflicted by the hand of 
Cruelty or Injuſtice. 

To the number of theſe righteous 
Laws which we already poileſs, I pray 
God that ox more may ſpeedily be added 
in the aſſembled Senate of the Country,“ 
which ſhall prohibit that Traffic in human 
Kind which Humanity condemns !—— 
A Traffic, diſreputable to the Britiſh 
Name, ---diſgraceful to every Nation 
concerned in it, whatever Religion they 
profeſs; but doubly diſgraceful to thoſe 
who profeſs the Goſpel of Chriſt. 

Should this pleaſing Event take place; 
ſhould the ſhameiu! and unnatural Com- 
merce be aboliſhed from our Iſlands, we 
| ſhall not, ſurely, long remain peculiar for 
the RIGHTEOUS STATUTE,” Our Light, 
ſo ſhining before other Nations, they 
ſhall ſee, —ſhall imitate our oo Work ; 
and, by doing juſtly” to their fellow- 
creatures, ** glorify their Father which 
is in heaven,” 


The day after this Sermon was preached, a Majo- 
rity in the Houſe of Commons determined upon the 
_ gradual Abolition of the Slave Trade. 


E the 


They ſhall ſay to us in 


A OO WESC HA VEG ay Pen 
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the Language and Spirit of David to 
Abigail, ** Bleſſed be the Lord God of 
Iſrael, which ſent thee this day,—and 
bleſſed be thy advice, and bleſſed be 
thou which haſt kept me this day from 
ſhedding blood.” But ſhould our Ex- 
ample fail to influence ;—ſhould ſur- 
rounding Nations per/i/t in ſerving MAu- 
MON rather than Gop, —though we may 


be moved at the Hardneſs of their 


Hearts,“ we ſhall be happy in the diſ- 
charge of an obvious Duty ;*—ſhall ceaſe 
to be Partakers of other mens' Sins,” 
and“ be undefiled and innocent from 
the GREAT OFFENCE,” We ſhall be“ in- 
nocent of the Blood” of thoſe injured 
I'erfons,---of thoſe poor unoffending 
Creatures, who are “ faſt bound in Mi- 
ſery and Iron;“ and whoſe Blood cries 
aloud to Heaven for Vengeance, and 
implores the Rulers of the earth to ſtop 
its effuſion, 

To this noble Inſtance of national Juſ- 
tice and Humanity, let us endeavour . 


Sunt hic etiam ſua præmia laudi 
Sunt lachrymæ rerum; et mentem mortalia tangunt 
An. 1. 468, 


ta 
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to add more national Virtue.—To effect 
this (within one ſphere of Influence) let 
me again preſs upon you—(you, in parti- 
cular whoſe proper Concern it is) the 
 Expediency,—the Neceſſity of ſuppreſſing 
all Receptacles of Vice, and of reclaim- 
ing the Nation from thoſe Sins which 
ſtain its Character, which croud our 
ails with atrocious Offenders, and which 
may draw down the juſt Vengeance of 
Heaven. 

To prevent theſe fatal circumſtances, 
let us, I beſeech you in the Name of 
God !—let us earneſtly and zealouſly 
have recourſe to REFORMATION, —To uſe 
the Language of a learned Writer“ 
Let us prevent what is Evil, by im- 
planting what is Good, Let us enlighten 
the Underſtanding, as well as controul 
the Will. Let us govern the lower 
Orders of Society—not by the Dread of 
lofing Exiſtence ; but by the Hope of 
finding it comfortable. Let us ſhew 
ourſelves the Preſervers of Men's Lives, 
by ſtanding forth as the Guardians of 
their Innocence. Inſtead of ſhedding 


* Dr. Parr, See his Diſcourſe on Education. 
their 


ess 


their unrighteous Blood, let us endea- 
vour, by wholeſome aud pious Inſtruc- 
tion, to ſave their prec ous Sous!“ 

Then ſhall the Smiles of Heaven. 
deſcend upon us, and the Lord will 
continue to be -** gracious unto this 
Land.” He will bleſs us, and will 
ſet us on high above all the Nations of 
the earth. Bleſſed ſhall we be in the 
city, and bleſſed ſhall we be in the 
field. Blefled ſhall be the fruit of 
our body, and the fruit of our ground ; 
the fruit of our cattle, and the flocks of 
our ſheep. ** Bleſſed ſhall be our baſ- 
ket and our ſtore. ** Bleſſed ſhall we 
be when we come in, and bleſſed ſhall 
we be when we go out,—** The Bleſſing 
gf the Lord will be upon all that we 
have, in the houſe and in the field.” 

Then ſhall our Manufactories flouriſh, 
and the Lord will << bleſs all the work 
of our hand. Then ſhall: Peace be 
within our Walls, and Plenteouſneſs 
within our Palaces, 'Then ſhall our 
People be ſtrong to labour, and there 
ſhall be no decay,—no leading into cap- 
tivity, and no complaining in our ſtreets. 

1 Then 


(6208 


Then ſhall the earth bring forth her 
increaſe; and God, even our own God 
ſhall give us his Bleſſing.— Then, with 
grateful Rapture and Devotion, we 
ſhall ſay Happy are the People that 
are in ſuch a Caſe: yea, bleſſed are the 


People who have the Lord for their 
God!” 


— 


THE PRAYER. 


O Almighty God! who ruleſt over all the Kingdoms of 
| the world, and diſpoſeſt of them according to thy righ- 
teous Pleaſure; we praiſe and magnify thy glorious Name 
for all the Bleſſings thou haſt ſhowered upon this Nation. 
Continue, O Lord, to bleſs us; and, in GRaTriTupe for thy 
Mercies, make us a peculiar People zealous of good Works. 
In particular, bleſs, we beſeech thee, thy Servant, our So. 
vereign, King George. May thy Wiſdom be his Guide, and 
thine Arm his Protection! May his days be lengthened, and 


his reign proſperous ! May he ever poſſeſs the Hearts of his 


People: and may we never be wanting in Honour to his 
Perſon, or in Obedience to his Laws! May the voice of Joy 


and Health reſound in his royal dwelling ; and the Bleſſings 


of his Government deſcend to his Children's Children ! May 
his Throne be for ever eſtabliſhed in Righteouſneſs : and, 
when it ſhall pleaſe ' hee to call him from a corruptible 
Crown, may he receive a Crown of Glory, incorruptible, and 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away !—Grant theſe Prayers, 


we beſeech Thee, for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, our only Mediator 
and Redeemer. Amen, 


| 
| 
| 


PROPOSALS 
For publiſhing, by the ſame AUTHOR; 


(In one Volume, Ottavo) 


SE N 
On various Subjects and Occaſions ; 


The Work will be neatly printed on fine Wove 
Mould Paper, by Subſcription ; Price, to Subſcri- 
bers, Five Shillings, whoſe Names will be pre- 
ficed. Subſcription to be paid on Delivery of the 
Volume.“ 


—— 


1 
=y 
Was 
3» 
„ 
= o 
N o 
* 4 
3 
R o 4 
* : 
* 
15 
1 
" 8; 
” : 
bl 
= 
* 
16 1. 
” 
: 
1 4 
: o 
: 
l % 
: 
9922 
+ 
- 
* 
2 


| . 
67 
15 
hy Fa 
= Fi N 
* 1 * 
bY wy 
q a 
: 


m ae 


LL # 
G C : 
_ A 1 = 
- 
* $ a 
p 3 ' 
a > et " 
3 - o * 
4 os 
, 
: . 1 
* 
- 
* 
= 
* 
. 
= nd * © 
F 
DIES / 6, 
. 
- 
- 
. * 
£ 
. * 
4 " 
4 
* 
* 
* * 
1 * 
82 
- 
- 
», 
l 
. 
0 ** 
5 f 
« i 
9 * 
* . 
j 
* 
* * 
' ' by 
* 
* 
98 * 
- ' ; 
. 
3 * 
1 
* 
y . 1 
. % 
64 1 
N 
: * 
* 
5 R 
4* 4, 
N. 
A ; 
a e 
* 
- 
* 
us 
* 
* bo * 
7 
= + 1 
; 2 
1 = 7 
- * 
* 
* 
K 1 2 
9 * I 
* 4 
4 = 
9 . 


* 


= 


Preach d before the 


bh | 


| 


AND THE | 


Tio Houſes g, 0] 


earl: an ent, 


| 

I 52 

St. PS 2 % 18 4 
1 On the 3 iſt of Re 176. I 


FOR THE 


i 


| * By the Right Reverend Fr Father 3 in TY L 


G1 LBERt, Lord Biſhop. of de 


1 
— 


1 . by Te Beleg . FARES, 1 
| 


10 LONDON. 
Pamad hy ges, for 


Del ee, in . 4 22 797 — 


R We — 1 


YUFEN, N 


| 


THE | 


a Day of Thankſgiving 


Wonderful SUCCESSES of this Lear. TRE, 


* * 
2 * 1 e 4 


Wee. at . f 


— 
— 


